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Fear - recent events had many believing that the US was losing the 
Cold War
1st TV Debate - Kennedy's youth, charisma and handsomeness, as 
well as his strong responses, appealed to voters
Civil Rights - his help in getting MLK, Jr. out of prison won him many
votes from the African American community
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Disastrous - its failure made the US look incompetent and weak; 
Cuba and the Soviet Union became closer allies.
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The Berlin Wall was built by the East Germans - it further heightened 
tensions between the US and USSR (US would not let W. Berlin go)
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Cold War tensions increased
USSR removed missiles from Cuba in return for a US pledge not to 
invade 
Kennedy was criticized for practicing BRINKMANSHIP
The US placed an embargo on Cuba - many Cubans fled to the US
as refugees
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In April, 1963 the US and USSR had a direct telephone line installed
between the White House and the Kremlin in order to  be able to
avert a possible crisis like nuclear war
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It banned nuclear testing within the atmosphere and brought an 
easing of tensions that were heightened in the early part of Kennedy's 
Presidency
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They advocated the use of deficit spending -
they increased gov't spending while 
cutting taxes on businesses and 
individuals
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They increased military spending by @ 20%, 
they increased minimum wage & extended
unemployment benefits; they gave 
assistance to cities hit hardest by the 
recession
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Provided assistance to developing nations
(Third World) in order to increase living 
standards and change the way the US 
was viewed around the world
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Peace Corps - a program of volunteers who
worked as farm advisors, health aides, 
teachers or did what was needed to help
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He wanted to compete and surpass the 
USSR by putting a man on the moon - 
committed to a space program
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NASA was established - John Glenn orbited
the Earth (1962); a communications 
satellite was successfully relayed live TV 
across the Atlantic (1962); Neil Armstrong 
becomes the first man of the moon (July 20,
1969)
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He wanted to combat poverty and address civil 
rights throughout the US
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a $10 billion tax cut and a sweeping civil rights bill
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to spur economic growth, Congress passed an $11billion tax cut which 
inspired spending and investment
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it prohibited discrimination based on race, religion, national origin & 
gender & allowed the Fed gov't new powers to enforce the provisions
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provided $1 million for youth programs, anti-poverty measures, small 
business loans and job training (Project Head Start)
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provided more than $1 billion for textbooks, library materials and
special education
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provided low cost medical insurance for citizens over the age of 65
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extended health insurance to welfare recipients
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ended discrimination in immigration by setting overall quotas on
immigration 
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ruled segregation unconstitutional; led to a slow-paced integration of 
schools throughout the country.
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called for "one person, one vote" by allowing the courts to force the 
reapportioning of districts so that they are more fairly represented
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the Court ruled that evidence seized illegally could not be used 
in state courts
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the Court ruled that free legal counsel be provided for those 
who could not afford one
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the Court ruled that an accused person had the right to an attorney 
while being questioned by authorities (police, etc.)
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the Court ruled that suspects must be "read their rights" before 
questioning




